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 Test the Unaccusativity Hypothesis by means of ERP
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Event-related potentials (ERPs) and language
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 Participants: 

◦ 24 native speakers of Basque (7 males)

◦ Mean age: 19,5
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correct incorrect

?



Subj   ...   Vunerg/unacc Aux/*Aux    ...   .

unergatives 128
+

unaccusatives      128
+

fillers 160

total     416
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Unaccusatives

Zu/hura gaur    goizean      bueltatu         zara(*naiz)/da(*dira)   Bilbotik. 

YouSG/he.she today morning come.back     are2SG(1SG)/3SG(3PL) Bilbao.from

Unergatives

Zuk/hark goizean biziki sufritu duzu(*dut)/du(*dute) aurkezpenean.

YouSG/he.she morning a.lot   suffer  have2SG(1SG)/3SG(3pl ) presentation.the.at

Materials

Preliminaries
Present study
Discussion



Accuracy (%)

Preliminaries
Present study
Discussion



ERP results
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 1st expectation

Discussion

Unergatives Unaccusatives

Preliminaries
Present study
Discussion



 2nd expectation
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